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Introduction to PowerPivot 
PowerPivot is an add-on to Microsoft Excel 2010 and 2013 that significantly extends the power of Pivot 

Tables in a number of ways. First, it allows you to create a single pivot table using multiple Excel sheets, 

Access tables, SQL and a number of other databases. Second, it accommodates hundreds of millions of 

rows of data by using a very efficient data compression algorithm. Third, by introducing the Data Model, 

it allows you to use a single set of data to create multiple pivot tables, data views, and dashboards. 

The three-hour Introduction to PowerPivot class will cover the following topics: Creating a PowerPivot 

table, working with the Data Model, adding slicers and timelines to the pivot table, and creating 

calculated columns and fields.  

This class is suitable for intermediate to advanced Excel users. Familiarity with Excel tables, functions, 

and pivot tables is recommended.  

PowerPivot is available as an add-on to Excel 2010 and is included with Excel 2013, 360 and 2016. The 

class will be taught in Excel 2013. 

Course Outline 
 

Overview 

 What is a PowerPivot? 

 Review of Pivot Tables 

Create a PowerPivot Directly from Excel 

 Adding a second sheet to a Pivot Table 

Using the Data Model 

 What is the Data Model? 

 Data Sources 

 Creating a Pivot Table from the Data 
Model 

Relationships 

 What is a relationship? 

 Key fields 

 Detecting relationships 

 Creating a relationship 

Creating a Pivot Table from the Data 

Model 

Slicers and Timelines 

 Using Slicers as interactive filters 

 Using Timelines to filter date ranges 

Calculated Columns and Fields 

 Creating a Calculated Column 

 Creating a Calculated Field 

 Similarities to Excel’s Calculated 
Columns and Fields 


